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that we keep our focus on what we
were sent here to do. As Members of
Congress, we stood in this Chamber to
take our oath of offices, promising to
do the will of the American people; and
this month we witnessed the inaugura-
tion of a new administration, an ad-
ministration dedicated and committed
to leading this Nation with integrity
and fairness.

Madam Speaker, this 107th Congress
has the opportunity to usher in a new
era of politics. Together, this Congress
and the Bush administration can suc-
cessfully address the challenges facing
our Nation, including ensuring mili-
tary readiness, providing quality
health care for all, and enacting mean-
ingful education reform. We were elect-
ed to accomplish these goals, and now
it is time for us to do our work and
that of the American people.

f

CONGRESS CANNOT DEFEND
AMERICA WITH STYROFOAM

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Madam Speaker,
CSC Steel Company in my district has
filed for bankruptcy protection, laying
off 500 people. The reason is clear: for-
eign steel is being illegally dumped
into America at record levels. Now if
that is not enough to polish your stain-
less, the CLINTON administration last
month allowed an $18 million loan
guarantee to a Chinese steel company.
Beam me up.

Yes to Chinese steel; no to American
steel. Is it any wonder the American
steel industry is going belly up? I urge
Congress to cosponsor House Resolu-
tion 16, that caused a 50 percent reduc-
tion of imports in 1998.

I yield back the fact that Congress
cannot defend America with
Styrofoam.

f

WE HAVE A MANDATE

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, some of
our friends in the media have suggested
that because the President won a nar-
row election victory he does not have a
mandate for his agenda. Well, that is
wrong. Every American wants the best
schools we can provide for our children.
Every American deserves a tax cut.
Every American wants us to pay off
the debt; and, yes, we can afford to do
both. Every American wants to help
our seniors get prescription drugs and
make sure Social Security will be
there for the next generation. In fact, a
recent Zogby poll showed that up to 40
percent of the people who voted for Al
Gore support the Bush agenda. Edu-
cation, tax cuts, debt pay-down, strong
national defense, strengthening Social
Security and Medicare, these are the
issues the American people have as-

signed to us. These are the issues our
President has campaigned on. These
are the issues the country wants ad-
dressed. We have a mandate. The Presi-
dent has a plan. Let us roll up our
sleeves, go to work, enact the Presi-
dent’s agenda. It is really the people’s
agenda.

f

RURAL POVERTY, AN UNNOTICED
PROBLEM IN OUR NATION

(Mr. OSBORNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OSBORNE. Madam Speaker,
rural poverty is a huge, largely unno-
ticed problem in our Nation. Currently,
the three lowest-income counties in
the United States are in my district.
The poorest county averages less than
$4,000 annual income per person.

Paradoxically, in these counties, the
unemployment rate is extremely low,
the character level is excellent, and
the work ethic is exceptional. The
problem is that these rural counties
are totally dependent upon production
agriculture. For this reason today,
along with several colleagues, I am in-
troducing a bill that will provide a one-
time, $500,000 capital gains tax exemp-
tion for farmers and ranchers who sell
their land. This exemption would equal
the capital gains exemption already
granted to homeowners. Many pro-
ducers feel they cannot retire because
of their tax situation. This bill will
help. I encourage support.

f
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ARMED SERVICES APPRECIATION
PAY RAISE ACT

(Mr. REHBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. REHBERG. Madam Speaker,
today I introduce the Armed Services
Appreciation Pay Raise Act, the ASAP
Act, to increase the salaries of our
dedicated service personnel by 3.5 per-
cent this year. When combined with
next year’s scheduled pay increase, this
act will put an additional $150 per
month in their pockets.

The issue should transcend politics.
As long as there are military personnel
collecting food stamps, as long as there
are Americans who choose not to serve
because they cannot afford to, we obvi-
ously have a problem that needs to be
solved.

More and more is being asked of the
men and women in our Armed Forces,
especially our active Reservists and
National Guard members who have
shouldered an increasing burden
through our military draw-down. But
we have not appropriately rewarded
them for their increasingly important
role in our national defense.

Madam Speaker, I promised the peo-
ple of Montana that recognizing the
contribution of our young men and

women in uniform would be the first
legislation I introduced as a United
States Congressman. Today, I am
proud to honor that commitment by
introducing the ASAP Act.

f

THE RACE AGAINST DRUGS

(Mr. SMITH of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to discuss an
issue that is very important to Amer-
ica. That is, how do we reduce drug use
among our young people. I will be
joined tomorrow at a press conference
by NASCAR race driver Ricky Craven
and representatives from other govern-
ment agencies to talk about a new pro-
gram to reduce drug use among young
people, with a $2.5 million grant from
the Department of Justice for the Race
Against Drugs.

The Race Against Drugs is a nation-
wide drug prevention education pro-
gram aimed at educating today’s youth
about the dangers of substance abuse.
The program was developed in May of
1990, in partnership with the National
Child Safety Council, the Department
of Justice, the Center for Substance
Abuse Prevention, and the Department
of Health and Human Services, and 23
motor sport sanctioning organizations.

As one of several who has been fight-
ing for increasing funding for effective
drug prevention programs targeted to-
wards America’s youth, we know that
this year’s grant represents by far the
largest level of support the Race
Against Drugs has received from the
Federal Government. We will have a
race car, race drivers and a new inno-
vative means to reduce drug use among
youths. Join us at this press conference
tomorrow, January 31 at the Triangle
at 12:30 p.m.

f

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BIGGERT). Pursuant to clause 12 of rule
I, the Chair declares the House in re-
cess until approximately 5:30 p.m.
today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 17 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until approximately 5:30 p.m.

f
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mrs. BIGGERT) at 5 o’clock
and 30 minutes p.m.

f

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Edwin
Thomas, one of his secretaries.
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